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 Better die for something than life for nothing...(Hanif) 
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SUMMARY
Rina Saroh Purwaningtyas. A320070184. SURVIVAL INSTINCT IN NICK 
CASSAVETES’S MY SISTER’S KEEPER MOVIE (2009) : A 
PSYCHOANALYTIC APPROACH. Research Paper. Muhammadiyah 
University of Surakarta. 2013.
The major problem in this study is how survival instinct is reflected in 
Nick Cassavetes’s My Sister’s Keeper movie by using a Psychoanalytic
Approach. It is conducted by analyzing the movie based on its structural elements 
and based on Psychoanalytical analysis.
This research is qualitative research. Type of data of the study is text and 
image taken from two data sources : primary and secondary. The primary data 
source is My Sister’s Keeper movie directed by Nick Cassavetes released in 2009. 
While the secondary data sources are other materials taken from books, internet 
and other relevant information. Both data are collected through library research
and analyzed by descriptive analysis.
Using psychoanalytic analysis as the theoretical framework, the research 
shows the following findings. First, based on structural analysis of this movie, it is 
evident that in this movie, Nick Cassavetes as the director conveys the survival 
instinct to coping of acute disease. Second, based on psychoanalytic analysis, it is 
apparent that in this movie, Nick Cassavetes illustrates how a psychoanalytic 
phenomenon related to survival instinct of the human being in order to survive 
from acute disease inside family conflict.
Keywords : Survival Instinct, My Sister’s Keeper, Psychoanalytic Approach.
